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We think the professions! military leaders have 'been gaining 
steadily in prestige and influence aim* Stalin 1 # death, their vie*# 
on defense matters ar# probably by mm very important in policy-making. 
On the ether hand, m h&vs no evidenoe a# yet to surest that the 4r»y 
has bsooc;# m independent political fore#* Our latest information 
shows the FXSB still ©ontrolliag military ©oantar-intelllcen®#, arid re- 
sent. personnel ajpeiateants in the SOB e##st to us to shew the personal 
influence of Khrushchev* 

As for the Party 3sereinri.it, while it isay have gone through 
a low period tesediately after Stalin* e death, its status seems to haw 
begun to rite sOjnost as soon m Khrushchev fomally appointed First 
Secretary, in September 1952. 

I igree with you, though, that there is a tendency on the 
par b of the pres®, and. perhaps even in official estimates, to simplify 
the present politico! situation by exaggerating fhrushchev‘3 political 
power. He hat worked himself Into a position shore at the pres wit 
moment he is the leading spokesman for the najority opinion In the 
party jyealdiua. is. think this »woa him- the moat influential man in 
the Soviet tWon today, but wo are pretty sure he is set able to ©all 
the shot.® in the arbitrary 3be3dLtt style. 

I. am appending two paper©, on© m the sublet of the pro.3««t 
political power position of the army, and the other our best rooonotruc- 
tlon so far of the Msienkov affair. 
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